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Part 2: Still images and a character's point of view

In this resource, I share some ideas for using drama to comprehend the visual 
story in a picture book. We will be using 'still images' to develop students' 

understanding of a character and their point of view. This activity is based on 
the book Something From Nothing by Phoebe Gilman. The aim is for students to 
describe what a character is doing as well as to analyse how the character might 

be feeling and what they might say.

Context

Why I modelled the following drama activity

Often when we ask students to engage in drama activities, we expect them to 
participate and take risks, without taking the risks ourselves. In this instance, I 
found that modelling the activity first allowed students to better understand 
the expectations and made students feel more confident to participate fully.
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Lesson sequence

Students were studying the book Something from Nothing by Phoebe Gilman. 
This activity focused on the visual story about what the mice do in this book.

1. Introduce learning goal

WALT (We Are Learning To)

Use our bodies and facial expressions to recreate a scene from the book to help 
us understand a character’s feelings.

2. Model the ‘still images’ strategy 

The teacher models choosing a scene to recreate on her own. In front of the 
students, the teacher carefully studies her selected image before recreating the 
position of the character into a still image. A student takes a photo of the still 
image, and it is transferred to the interactive whiteboard (IWB).

The photo is displayed and students are asked to concentrate on the use of 
body language and facial expressions to convey meaning. Students 
think/pair/share who they think the character being portrayed is and give a 
reason why. The teacher then asks students to discuss how the character might 
be feeling and why. Their ideas are written around image in blue pen. (Refer to 
picture below).



3. Tapping in

'Tapping in' is a strategy often used with still images to allow individuals to 
speak their thoughts or feelings aloud in a few words. For this activity, students 
are asked to predict what the character would say if we pressed play on the 
photo. The teacher writes the students' ideas around the image, using a 
different colour (in this case red) to show it is being spoken. (Refer to photo 
above).

4. Independent drama activity

Once modelled, students work in groups of 3-4 and choose their own picture 
from the book (that depicts an event) to recreate. Most pictures in the book 
include 3 or more characters. The teacher moves around the classroom and 
takes photos of each group’s still image. This allows for a more in-depth 
discussion later as the group doesn't have to stay in a frozen position for long.

When a group’s image is displayed on the IWB, that group justifies their choice 
of body language and facial expression to indicate each character's feelings 
during that particular part of the story. This discussion follows the same 
sequence as the teacher-modelled discussion and their ideas are annotated 
around their image.

5. Writing 

Once all still images have been viewed and discussed, groups are provided with 
a printout of their frozen image. They write dialogue for each character that 
shows what that character is feeling or thinking on post-its that can be stuck 
around the image. 

6. Where to next?

Keep this written dialogue to use as a base for future writing or narration of the 
mice story. It is also a good idea to keep all these work samples (photos of still 
images and all written work) for formative evaluation.
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