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Part 1: Sculpture by the Sea excursion 

Meadowbank TAFE ESL students decided to develop their skills for interviews 
and researching information texts in the stimulating context of Sculpture by the 
Sea, located on the cliffs from Tamarama to Bondi.

While students were studying and A/V recording their interviews, the sculptures 
and the environment triggered their imagination and promoted a use of more 
complex and abstract language. A/V recording, especially on their mobile 
phones, is a powerful motivator, encouraging students to review, assess and 
continue to develop their spoken performance.

Context

Newly-arrived from around the world, the group were mostly tertiary-educated 
professionals, aged 24—58, and were aiming to resume work in their chosen 
professions. They were enrolled in Certificate 2 in Spoken and Written English 
(CSWE) delivered through the Adult Migrant English Program, which provides 
510 hours of English language instruction.

The students had selected and researched sculptures from the exhibition 
catalogue and prepared for interviews, including A/V recording on their mobile 
phones. Two of the students were professional artists and an interview was 
arranged with an exhibiting sculptor.
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Preparation activities

Excursion activity

Student responses

Students became totally engrossed in being able to describe in their new 
language their responses to the sculptures, interpreting their symbolism and 
their possible meanings and relating this to a personal view or philosophy. 

Amir, professional photographer from Iran interviews
sculptor John Petrie about his exhibit "Figure in the
Landscape"

Amir: “It was very interesting for me because I am a
photographer and when I spoke to John I could speak
to an Australian artist... It was good for me as a
professional artist myself.”

Research of selected sculpture including dictionary skills for meaning, 

grammar and pronunciation.

Preparation of interview questions and answers about selected sculptures. 

Students worked in pairs to script, practice and A/V record on mobile 

phones.

Teachers and students then reviewed and assessed the videos.

Students A/V recorded interviews in pairs.

After the excursion students compiled a booklet about the range of 

excursion activities illustrated with their photos.
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Shelley, IT engineer from China 

“The sculpture shows with every action 
there is a chain reaction. The artist wants 
to express his idea that everything we do 
in this world could affect others. The 
sculpture looked simple, but it showed us a 
truth and a fundamental principle of life.”

﻿

Keumann (centre), a Korean ceramicist 
and social worker, researched a life-size 
terracotta sculpture of people “living on 
the margins.” 

“I recognize these people—I worked with 
people like these in Korea. The terracotta 
is painted and not glazed. It is unusual for 
terracotta to be unglazed. But it works 
here for these people. It makes them come 
to life.”

﻿


