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Part 3: NSW Parliament workshop  

Meadowbank TAFE ESL students took on the challenge of testing their speaking 
skills in the ‘bear pit’, the Lower House, when visiting NSW Parliament earlier this 
year. Taking the roles of Government, Opposition and Speaker, the students 
debated a Bill, To provide more assistance to adult migrants studying English. 

Context

Recently-arrived from around the world (China, Bangladesh, Korea, Russia, 
Ukraine, Italy and Japan) the group included tertiary-educated professionals, 
aged 24—45, aiming to resume work in their chosen professions as well as high 
school graduates planning vocational study in Australia. They were enrolled in 
Certificate 2 in Spoken and Written English (CSWE) delivered through the Adult 
Migrant English Program, which provides 510 hours of English language 
instruction.

Excursions with TAFE ESL Students Series 

In preparing their arguments, they were 
able to draw on their own lived experiences 
as migrants and international students, and 
their aspirations for life in Australia which 
promoted the use of more complex 
language and encouraged strong 
presentations delivered with conviction. 

A/V recording of practice role play sessions, 
especially on their mobile phones, was a 
powerful motivator, encouraging students 
to review, assess and continue to develop 
their spoken performance.
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Opposition leader

Sze makes a point



The students researched the process of how laws are made in an Australian 
parliament, the roles and responsibilities for members of Parliament and 
developed arguments for and against the Bill. Practice included A/V recording 
on their mobile phones.

Preparation activities

Some of the responses

Sze and Eun Ju: “We had an opportunity to practise public speaking in the 
Parliament House heritage building. This gave us the chance to prepare 

speeches and to project our voices in a large space.”

“We not only learned about debating a Bill in Parliament but also learned 
many new words and how to pronounce them so that people could 

understand us.”

Research of NSW Parliament and how legislation is made, including 

dictionary skills for meaning, grammar and pronunciation.

Preparation of arguments about the Bill to be passed. Students worked in 

pairs to script, practice and A/V record on mobile phones.

Teachers and students then reviewed and assessed the videos.

Excursion activity

Parliament Education Officer guided 

students through their role play of 

debating a Bill.

Students and teachers A/V recorded 

speeches in Parliament which were 

later uploaded to Dropbox for 

self/peer assessment.

After the excursion students compiled 

a booklet about the excursion. 

activities illustrated with their photos.

Students wrote emails of appreciation 

to The Speaker in the Upper House.
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NSW Parliament Workshop 

       Opposition members voice their dissent        

about government arguments for the Bill



Student responses
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Manami, Minami & Nanako 

“The excitement of the debate to pass a Bill has encouraged us to 
understand more about government in Australia. We want to go to 
Parliament house again and listen to a real debate.”

“As overseas students we think this program is very important for us.”


