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ACTA CONFERENCE   October 1 - 3, 2026      READ MORE 

 

Rhoda Roberts: The cultural warrior who changed 
a nation who changed the nation 
A Widjabul Wieybal woman from the Bundjalung nation in 

northern NSW, she made an enormous contribution in                    

championing and showcasing Indigenous culture, music, 

art, stories, history and language across the nation and the 

world. Roberts coined the term Welcome to Country in the 

1980s.                                                                                                   

"Welcome to Country was a moment for us to reflect on 

our religious beliefs, our rituals that we had always               

attended to.” She shares a mantra passed down from her 

father, Pastor Frank Roberts: 

"You know who you are. We've been here for thousands of 

years. How extraordinary that is. So always be generous 

and kind."           Obituary, SBS 21 March 2026 

ADVOCACY 
                                                              
AMEP contract extension to Jan 2029 
Update on national ESOL program for adult migrants    
       READ MORE  

ESOL provision in TAFE NSW                          
ATESOL NSW questions to NSW Parliament answered.                       

       READ MORE 

A Sunday to Remember:               

Community, Language and 

Leadership   Cindy Valdez 

On Sunday 29 March 2026, I had the privilege of attending              
the 35th Anniversary celebration of Bonnyrigg Khmer School,   
a vibrant and deeply moving community event that honoured 
language, culture and connection.                        READ MORE 

Those attending the celebration included Sana Zreika, Director of 
Multicultural Education, NSW DoE,  Suchita Andrews, NSW DoE, 
Ken Cruickshank, Director SICLE, University of Sydney, Michael 
Michell, President of  ATESOL NSW, and his wife, Sorathy 
Michell, OAM and Principal of Bonnyrigg Khmer School.  

 

Earlybird Registration                           
now extended to 31 May 

https://atesolnsw.org.au
https://atesolnsw.org.au/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/membership/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/advocacy/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/professional-learning/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/resources/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/resources/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/how-welcome-to-country-rituals-are-changing-to-make-all-australians-take-note/537aocqn9
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/rhoda-roberts-ao-cultural-warrior-who-changed-nation/vy8qrm87j
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2026 PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CALENDAR 

ATESOL NSW 2026 Professional Learning online 

 

Janet Freeman  Integrated Programming for Language learning What are the non-negotiables? 

 

Janet Freeman began teaching in 1985 completing TESOL training in 1989-90, teaching EAL/D until 2002 and was ESL Rural and 
Regional &R consultant with Jodie Braiding. Completed MA TESOL and MA Language and Literacy in 2004-5; was Sydney Region 
ESL consultant 2006-2013. EAL/D teacher and part-time TESOL Tutor at USYD from 2009-19 and Macquarie University 2020-22. 
President of ATESOL NSW 2018-19. Since 2023, Assistant Principal Curriculum and Instructional Leader.  
This session shows K-2 and primary/middle school teachers how they can plan an integrated literature teaching program that 
supports English language learners and students with low literacy. It will cover key areas of building the field, vocabulary in-
struction, speaking and listening, comprehension at word, sentence and whole text levels, and writing in context including audi-
ence and purpose, grammar and cohesion, vocabulary and spelling. Participants will be supported with exemplar EAL/D re-
sources and programs based on a quality text using the DOE template.                                                                                                                      
Audience: Primary, Secondary  

Term 2  Week 8 Thursday 11 June 4:00-5:00pm    online  LINK  to register  
 

 

 
Glenice Aiken & Marina Pearce   Teaching Listening Skills and pronunciation:                                               
       What do students need to know? 
 

This workshop aims to provide teachers short on time, support and resources with ideas to meet their students’ oral                         
communication needs. The workshop combines a case history approach with recent research and theory. Participants will:  

• review the impact of first language or L1 filter on English learning   

• look at ways to assess listening with a focus on precision listening   

• explore discipline-based and individualised listening materials  

• examine strategies for independent learning with self-assessment and learning beyond the classroom .                                                                                 
Workshop participants will receive a free workbook with audio 

Audience: Adult, Secondary                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Term 2 Week 8 - Wednesday 10 June 4:00-6:00pm    online  LINK  to register                                                                                                                 

(*APST 1.3; 1.4; 2.4; 6.2 & 7.4 are core to ATESOL NSW professional learning sessions).   This session satisfies TAFE standards for 

teachers to maintain professional currency requirements and NESA standards at proficient teacher level     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Amanda Baker  Pronunciation Bites Intonation and Pragmatics 

An associate professor in TESOL at the University of Wollongong in Australia. Her research interests focus on the dynamic rela-
tionships that exist between teachers’ knowledge, beliefs and teaching practices, especially regarding oral communication             
pedagogy. She has given numerous plenaries and presentations at national and international conferences. recording skills for 
self/ peer assessment; oral history to promote language development.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
This practical session will provide teachers with the tools, including GenAI, to teach intonation, along with pragmatics, to EAL/D 
learners. Techniques for teaching a range of adolescent-adult learners, from beginning level to advanced levels of English profi-
ciency, will be demonstrated and discussed. Demonstrations will include visual, audio, and tactile/kinesthetic techniques.                                                                                                                             
Audience: Adult, Secondary 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Term 2  Week 10 -Tuesday 23 June 5:00-6:00pm   online  LINK  to register 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/integrated-programming-for-language-learning-what-are-the-non-negotiables-tickets-1988670815944?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/teaching-listening-skills-and-pronunciation-what-do-students-need-to-know-tickets-1988461979308?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pronunciation-bites-intonation-pragmatics-tickets-1988671207114?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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ATESOL NSW 2026 Professional Learning online (cont) 
 

 

Glenice Aiken & Marina Pearce   Teaching the Sounds - Parts 1 and 2  
 
Part 1: Teach your students to recognise their problems with pronunciation and listening  
             and develop strategies for improving pronunciation 
Part 2: Use a pronunciation toolkit for individual and class practice 

The workshop will use AV recordings from the classroom. Workshop participants will receive a free workbook with audio.                   
Audience: Adult, Secondary 

Part 1 Term 3 Week 4 - Wednesday 12 August 4:00-6:00pm   online  Registration opens soon                                                                                                      

Part 2 Term 3 Week 8 - Wednesday 9  September 4:00-6:00pm  online  Registration opens soon                                                                                                      

(*APST 1.3; 1.4; 2.4; 6.2 & 7.4 are core to ATESOL NSW professional learning sessions).   This session satisfies TAFE standards for 

teachers to maintain professional currency requirements and NESA standards at proficient teacher level                                                                                        

 

Dr Kathy Rushton                      Readers Theatre: Theatre of the imagination                                                                                  
A creative and inclusive translanguaging space can be developed by incorporating Readers Theatre in a range of subject areas, 

especially English. This strategy supports reading, writing, listening and speaking and encourages the use of the first language 

(Dutton et al, 2018, p.47). The starting point for Readers Theatre is a narrative or story (Ewing & Rushton, 2024) and drama strate-

gies can be used to support story development (Ewing & Simons, 2016). The story can be fact or fiction, personal or published 

and is then developed into a script using all the creative, linguistic and cultural resources which students bring to the text.  
 
TBA          online  Registration opens soon                                                                                                      
      

Link to: Readers Theatre: Theatre of the imagination 
Audience: Adult, Secondary, Primary 

 

(*APST 1.3; 1.4; 2.4; 6.2 & 7.4 are core to ATESOL NSW professional learning                                                                                                        

sessions).        

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

2026 PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CALENDAR 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpuWIIx9rA8
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of particular interest to NSW teachers will be a symposium on how long it takes to learn EAL alongside the curriculum (with speak-

ers including Jim Cummins, Lucy Lu and Sue Creagh) and one on the newly established language and literacy education network 

(LLEN), with Pauline Jones and Bev Derewianka. Participants are enrolling from around the world, including from Canada, USA, UK, 

New Zealand, China, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, Pakistan, Nepal, Thailand, and the South Pacific. The conference Early 

Bird registrations have now been extended to 31 May. A draft program outline is on the ACTA conference website as well as full 

descriptions of all the featured events. A full program of all the concurrent sessions will be available in early July. 

Welcome to our second ATESOL Quarterly Newsletter for the year. Outlined below are key 

areas of ATESOL’s work this term.                                                                                                              

ACTA/ATESOL Conference άShaping our Futureέ  м-о October 2026, ÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃЮ
ŸŉЮÉǃĬŰĲǃ  

The planning for the ACTA international conference on 1-3 October at the University of 

Sydney, hosted by ATESOL NSW, is going well with over 120 registrations already and an 

exciting program with over 70 concurrent sessions a well as 8 featured symposia on a 

range of topics, including AI, equity, synthetic phonics, adult EAL, teacher education and 

indigenous EALD.  

ATESOL professional learning  

ATESOL NSW continues to expand its professional learning (PL) offerings under the leadership of coordinators Bess 

Wassman and Robyn Johnson, who have been working closely with the Communications team to streamline promotion and 

delivery through Eventbrite and Zoom. A strong suite of sessions has been secured through Expressions of Interest for Terms 2 

and 3, reflecting both depth and diversity in EAL/D pedagogy, including workshops on pronunciation and pragmatics with 

GenAI, integrated programming for language learning, differentiated writing assessment, and oracy assessment and                        

instruction. These sessions align closely with the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers and cater to a broad audience 

across primary, secondary and adult contexts, ensuring that ATESOL NSW continues to provide high-quality, relevant PL for its 

members. Check the ATESOL website for more session details and registration. 

Advocacy - UTS proposed cuts to TESOL teacher education  

On 8 April 2026, the Standing Committee on Social Issues New South Wales university sector issued an Interim Report on             

University of Technology Sydney, University of Wollongong and consultants. The Interim report raised serious concerns about 

a "crisis" in university governance, transparency, and a troubling reliance on private consultancy firms for critical decision-

making. 

It found that university governance is "not fit for purpose," highlighting a lack of transparency, excessive reliance on                            

consultants, and poor oversight of commercial activities at institutions like UTS and UOW. UTS faced scrutiny for axing over 

1,000 course subjects, while the University of Wollongong was criticized for shifting focus from regional needs toward                       

international commercial operations. The report recommended an urgent audit of UTS and increased disclosure for UOW, 

alongside reforms to restore public trust. The inquiry is ongoing, with a final report expected later in 2026 following further 

hearings. 

Despite ATESOL representations to the Minister for Skills, TAFE and Tertiary Education last year about proposed cuts to TESOL 

and Applied Linguistics courses, post graduate TESOL courses at UTS are unavailable for admission to new students in 2026 on 

the grounds that they are being redesigned. However, as of May 2026, UTS is progressing plans to relaunch TESOL and Applied 

Linguistics courses for 2027 enrolment within a proposed Institute for Education. This development follows sustained advocacy 

from academics and key stakeholders, including ATESOL. 

ATESOL website  

Members may have noticed the ATESOL NSW website having some issues with logging into accounts or renewing membership. 

The website has been undergoing some extensive maintenance work and we have been working with Kook Multimedia to       

address the issues. While some work is still needed, we can report that many of the structural issues causing the problems 

have been successfully addressed. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we continue the work needed to make 

improvements to our website. 

Michael Michell 

President, ATESOL NSW 

ATESOL QUARTERLY PRESIDENTΩS REPORT (May 2026) 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/3134/Standing%20Committee%20on%20Social%20Issues%20-%20Report%20No.%2067%20-%20Interim%20report%20-%20New%20South%20Wales%20University%20sector.pdf
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ADVOCACY 

  ACTA President Report 2026 
 Chris Davison 

 

 

 This report summarises key ACTA achievements over the last year in relation to                                                                                                     
 our core objectives and highlights some of the major opportunities as well as challenges                                     

 that lie ahead as outlined in our draft workplan  

 1. Advocacy and consultancy 
 

The first of ACTA’s four core objectives is to ensure access to appropriate English language instruction for speakers of other 
languages and dialects, thus our advocacy and consultancy activities are a major priority, particularly those activities with 
the federal government and ACARA. To achieve this we rely heavily on expertise and input from our established consultan-
cy groups, with many thanks to Gil Edmiston from TasTESOL and Helen Moore co-convenors of the adult ESL group, Ronan 
Kelly and Russell Cross co-convenors of the Teacher Education CG, the Schools CG co-convened by Michael Mcihell and 
myself, and the Indigenous EALD CG co-convened by Liz Easton and Helen Moore. As can be seen from our website, Advo-
cacy – Australian Council of TESOL Associations, the CGs play a 

critical role in enabling ACTA to share what is happening in member states and territories, to advocate for improvements to 
policy and practice in relation to the provision of EALD in all sectors. 

The newly established Teacher Education CG had its first meeting In May 2025 with a presentation on the results of the 
audit of core and elective EALD units in initial teacher education as part of the ACTA research project. A further two 
meetings are planned for this year - many thanks to Ronan Kelly and Russell Cross for their leadership. 

The Adult ESOL Consultancy Group has also been particularly active in responding to the on-going issue of government con-
tracts in the AMEP with the CG meeting at least once or twice a month for the last year to identify and discuss unresolved 
issues in the AMEP with ongoing meetings being held with the Department of Home Affairs as well as one with the advisor 
for the new Minister responsible for that portfolio, the Hon Anne Aly in August. This was followed by a number of meetings 
with the Assistant Secretary, Migrant English and Language Services Branch in the Department of Home Affairs, about the 
termination of the current tender process for the AMEP and the modifications to the QA process - there has also been some 
useful media commentary, see https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-students-
educators-say/106438170?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaig n=abc_news_web.                
I would like to acknowledge once again the enormous amount of work this advocacy has involved and particularly Helen’s 
leadership of this incredibly dedicated consultancy group 

In the schools area, ACTA has continued its productive relationship with ACARA who took up our suggestion that Michael 
Michell undertake some further minor revision of the EALD progressions. In addition there have been multiple interactions 
around the review of the senior secondary EAL/D curriculum, and input and modifications to ACARA's criteria for text selec-
tion. Many thanks to Marg Turnbull, Liz Easton and Gae Nastasi for their help with that important work. 

 

The Indigenous EAL Consultancy group also met a number of times to compile and present a submission to respond to the 
government’s review of education for First Nations students. Also in the schools area, work on the ACTA phonics position 
paper is almost complete after multiple consultations with the IEALD and Schools CGs and the wider ACTA membership. 

The final draft is to be circulated to the combined Schools and IEALD CGs shortly with a national launch and forum tenta-
tively scheduled for the week beginning 14 May 2026. Many thanks again to the writers involved in this project.                          
                          READ MORE 

https://tesol.org.au/advocacy/#advocacy-0
https://tesol.org.au/advocacy/#advocacy-0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-students-educators-say/106438170?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-students-educators-say/106438170?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-students-educators-say/106438170?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-students-educators-say/106438170?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-students-educators-say/106438170?utm_source=abc_news_web&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_campaign=abc_news_web
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/24r49kv5woadg3bn7nn0i/ACTA-AGM-2026-President-report.pdf?rlkey=b6zug21jv6irw4w6bijjtw70q&st=o8oo0du4&dl=0
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ATESOL NSW ADVOCACY UPDATE 2026                                                                 

Adult Migrant English Program (AMEP) 

              Marina Pearce Glenice Aiken  

The Department of Home Affairs has just announced plans to implement the future AMEP business model from 1 January 2029. 

The changes to the model “will maintain flexible tuition and strong student supports to improve English language, employment 

and settlement outcomes for migrants”. A summary of the key features of the model can be found here. 

ACTA Adult Consultative Group (ACG) ongoing discussions with the Department of Home Affairs (DHA) re the AMEP                                                          

DHA has revealed they plan to distribute in the next few weeks a survey to AMEP  Service Providers and AMEP practitioners  to 

seek their views on the EAL Framework curriculum and its implementation in practice.  

Hot off the press: an information session on the AMEP, hosted by the Department of Home Affairs, was held on Monday 25 May 
2026  We will report on this and any further meetings we have with DHA or politicians between now and the next Quarterly issue.  
 

Meanwhile, check out below what plans TAFE has for bolstering its Foundation Skills and Access programs, including the AMEP 
and SEE in a recent report from TAFE Teacher below: 

ADVOCACY 

TAFE aims at securing long-term, government-backed                                        
commitments to renew, rebuild and support Foundation 
Skills and Equity Programs. 
TAFE TEACHER, Vol 60/1 Autumn, 2026 

TAFE recently committed to campaigning for full funding and resourcing of all their foundation skills and             
equity programs which include Skills for Education and Employment Programs (SEE) and the Adult Mi-
grant  English Program (AMEP), to ensure high quality outcomes, stable pathways and addressing disad-
vantage for students.                                        
READ MORE 

ESOL provision in TAFE NSW                                                                                 
            Michael Michell, ATESOL NSW President 

TAFE NSW plays a major role in delivering English language programs, including  

• the Adult Migrant English Program (AMEP)  

• Skills for Education and Employment (SEE)  

• Foundation Skills Programs: 

 Foundation, Basic and Routine English as a Second or Other Language (FESOL, BESOL, RESOL) 

 English for Further Study (EFS), Advanced English for Further Study  

 English for Academic Purposes (EAP).  

These programs are critical for supporting learners from non‑English speaking backgrounds (NESB) to access vocational                        

education, employment and community participation. 

ATESOL NSW is concerned about the visibility, resourcing, and strategic planning for ESOL provision within TAFE NSW. Currently, 

TAFE NSW has no transparent commitment to ongoing delivery of ESOL courses outside contracted services. Although non-

English speaking background learners make up some 34.5 percent of TAFE enrolments, information about ESOL provision is com-

pletely absent in all TAFE policy and planning documents including; TAFE Annual Reports, the TAFE NSW Charter, the TAFE Multi-

cultural Plan 2025-2028 and the TAFE Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging Plan 2023-2027. Following the NSW VET Review, TAFE 

restructuring towards an industry-aligned operating model is creating uncertainty around future ESOL provision and lack of              

transparency in how the new industry-aligned model will support these programs.  

In November 2025, ATESOL requested Ms Abigail Boyd MLC, (NSW Greens and Chair, Portfolio Committee No. 3 – Education) to 

put Parliamentary Questions on Notice to the Minister for Skills, TAFE and Tertiary Education. The questions and the Minister’s 

response can be found on the Parliamentary website at: https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lc/papers/pages/qanda-tracking-

details.aspx?pk=106445                                                                           View Q & A together 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lcxqisjusm6lcmozz043r/amep-business-model.pdf?rlkey=dmksigc9eov9ndxuev82sphza&st=r5yj509u&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/48acqqxzx8frxm9fmrsdp/_TAFE_Teacher_Aut2026.pdf?rlkey=4n6du9t888ngq06sqnntkgmwt&st=mtetqbk0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z4oueobvjyaumbj64kzcn/Media-Watch-Foundation-Studies-and-AMEP-TAFE_Teacher_Aut2026-5.pdf?rlkey=kmson42oue7998zpl9onghu11&st=adqzz1m8&dl=0
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lc/papers/pages/qanda-tracking-details.aspx?pk=106445
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lc/papers/pages/qanda-tracking-details.aspx?pk=106445
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sbwgnpxm41gfrpw58gd1i/TAFE-provision-Q-and-A-NSW-Parl.docx?rlkey=gojb4a241zr4hvkk065c07m0p&st=27gnc0yl&dl=0
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EVENTS 

ATESOL NSW MEMBERSHIP 

If your membership renewal is due before the end of this year, or maybe it has already 
expired and you haven't had time to renew, or maybe youΩre not even a member, there 
is good news!  

We are changing our membership from rolling to annual renewal now due on 31 December.  We would like to thank you for 
your ongoing support.  

Not a member? Become a member NOW. Membership expires on 31 December 2026 

There are many benefits to becoming a member, including: 

• Discounts to attend ATESOL NSW professional learning workshops; 

• Discounts on EAL and HSC resources available on this website; 

• A quarterly digital newsletter which includes updates on professional matters and information about TESOL                    
pedagogy and  initiatives; 

• Automatic free membership of the Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA); 

• Attendance at biennial ACTA international conferences at members' rates;  ACTA 2026  Conference rates 

• Professional support from a network of experienced colleagues in NSW and Australia; 

• The opportunity to contribute your knowledge and expertise to help colleagues in the field; 

• Advocacy for EAL/D learners and the TESOL profession across systems and sectors; 

• Maintain professional currency requirements 

Remember, renew now for 2026, and you get the rest of 2025 for free as a financial membership!        Renew or join now 

MEMBERSHIP 

https://atesolnsw.org.au/membership/
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CONFERENCES 

 

ACTA International Conference 
2026 

Sydney 

An exciting program of guest speakers and featured symposia  has been developed. For the full details, see  

Our Conference – Australian Council of TESOL Associations  

Submissions are now invited for additional papers, workshops and colloquia.  Each paper session is 20 
minutes plus 10 minutes Q&A, each workshop and colloquium 60 minutes including Q&A, each keynote and 
ACTA-convened colloquia 60 minutes, and each invited featured symposia 80 minutes, including intros and at 
least 10 mins Q&A. 

Please note: Registration with Oxford Abstracts is required to make your submission. It’s free. Click 

on >>Submit your abstract button below and follow the instructions 

SUBMIT YOUR ABSTRACT 

Memberships  Earlybird rate  Full rate         

 23134147"-"53127148 23128148"-  

Standard registration ACTA/ATESOL member        $450 $550 

Student registration ACTA/ATESOL Member $200 $300 

Standard registration non-member $550 $650 

Student registration non-member  $250 $350 

1 day registration  $250 $300 

Conference Registration Dates and Fees  

https://tesol.org.au/conference/
https://oxfordabstracts.com/
https://app.oxfordabstracts.com/stages/79834/submissions/new?behalf=false&fromDashboard=false&preview=false&testSubmission=false
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ACTA 2026 Conference abstracts 
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EVENTS                                                     
35th Anniversary celebration                                    

Bonnyrigg  Khmer School  

    A Sunday to Remember: Community, Language and Leadership 

    Cindy Valdez 

On Sunday 29 March 2026, I had the privilege of attending the 35th Anniversary celebration of Bonnyrigg Khmer School, a                  
vibrant and deeply moving community event that honoured language, culture and connection.  

Held at Bonnyrigg Primary School, the celebration brought together children, families, teachers and community members 
across generations. There was something incredibly special about seeing young children alongside former students, all con-
nected through language, culture and shared history. The performances, particularly the traditional Khmer dance, reflected  
the strength of cultural continuity and the role schools like this play in sustaining it. 

What stood out just as powerfully was the collective 
effort behind the school. The volunteer teachers who 
give their time each week. The families who show up, 
support and sustain the program. The community             
organisations and partners who continue to invest in 
its future. It was a reminder that community language 
schools are built not just on curriculum, but on                      
commitment, identity and belonging. 
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EVENTS                                                     
35th Anniversary celebration                                    

Bonnyrigg  Khmer School  

The event was also attended by Sana Zreika, Director of Multicultural Education NSW Department of              
Education (DoE), an important acknowledgement of the significance of community language education 
within our broader system. Suchita Andrews, (DoE), spoke about how language carries identity, history 
and story, while Ken Cruickshank, Director Sydney Institute for Community Languages Education (SICLE),                          
University of Sydney, shared with the children that being multilingual makes you super smart. 

What stayed with me most, though, was                
witnessing Michael Michell, President of                        
ATESOL NSW, standing proudly in support of 
his wife, Sorathy Michell, OAM and Principal 
of Bonnyrigg Khmer School. There was                  
something incredibly special about seeing 
leadership not just as a professional role, but 
as something lived, relational and grounded in 
community.  And then, he spoke in Khmer.  
That moment stayed with me. 

As someone who has also had the honour of 
serving as President of ATESOL NSW, I felt 
both proud and deeply humbled. Proud to see 
leadership that so clearly values and                            
embodies multilingualism. Humbled by the 
power of language, how it connects, affirms 
identity, and honours community in ways that 
English alone cannot. 
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EVENTS                                                     
35th Anniversary celebration                                    

Bonnyrigg  Khmer School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It reminded me, again, that language is not just a tool for communication. It is belonging. It is memory. It is identity. 

The program concluded with the school song, written by Sorathy Michell and performed by the teachers in Khmer, 
with an English translation provided. It was a fitting and moving close to a celebration grounded in language, culture 
and community. 

Multilingualism is a superpower. 

And on that beautiful Sunday, I was reminded why this work matters so much. 

I’m so glad I showed up. 

Everyone participated in the Aboriginal smoking ceremony 

Khmer dancers performed as 

part of the celebration, . 
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RESOURCES 

STATE TESOL ASSOCIATIONS 

                                  

 

 

Check out the Professional Teachers Council at their 
centrally located offices in Everleigh for staging your  
PL sessions or Teach Meets. 
$GJ =FIMAJA=K J=D9LAF? LG L@= .JG>=KKAGF9D 2=9;@=JKӐ!GMF;AD
,15 Ӧ.2! ,15ӧӅ HD=9K= MK= L@= ;GFL9;L <=L9ADK :=DGOӆ 

.@GF=ӆ ӦҎҐӧ җҕҏҔ ҎґҕҖ 
PTC NEWSLETTER SEMESTER 2 

 

Click on the above text for a guide to 16 rich texts for supporting Intercultural Understanding in the English and literacies 

classroom - and 16 additional  teaching units, checklists, frameworks, expert advice, and further reading!  

https://www.qatesol.org.au/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/
https://atesolact.org.au/
https://atesolnt.org.au/
https://watesol.org.au/
https://www.satesol.org.au/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/membership/
https://atesolnsw.org.au/membership/
https://mailchi.mp/55b2314d6587/ptc-nsw-nesa-news-14764849?e=bf9f2547e0
https://online.fliphtml5.com/kcdmn/matd/#p=6
https://www.petaa.edu.au/w/w/Blog/Latest_blog/11_texts_IU.aspx
https://tastesol.org.au/
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RESOURCES 

 

  Sydney Institute for Community Languages Education  

    

November  ɴ ᶮᶰᶳ 

Novem-

While the end of the year is fast approaching, our 

work to support the effective practice of leaders, 

teachers and educators continues, with some new 

implementation releases to share with you.                         

         READ MORE   

Languages, Cultures and Schools: Community and Heritage Lan-

guages in a Changing World 

        

   

Ken Cruickshank, Linda Tsung 

Channel View Publications, 14 Apr 2026 - Language Arts & 

Disciplines - 250 pages 

Offers the most comprehensive national study of commu-

nity and heritage language schools. 

Community/heritage language schools exist across the 

world, and yet little is known of the languages they teach, 

how they are organised and what students learn. Teachers 

in mainstream schools are generally unaware of the lan-

guage and cultural knowledge their students are gaining 

from these schools. This book provides an overview of this 

educational sector and crucially how it interacts with 

mainstream education. 

Students of all ages describe what they think of the 

schools, how language learning impacts on their senses of 

self and their attitudes to their cultures and languages, 

and the role of their languages in everyday life. Teachers 

share their experiences, perceptions and practices. Par-

ents and grandparents report the importance of communi-

ty/heritage language schools for families, communities 

and broader society. 

BUY NOW  print version                                                                                      

  e-book 

LINK                 intro/preview of book  

https://analytics-au.clickdimensions.com/cn/adyti/evidencemattersnov2025?_cldee=2C2pARYGYETULYvWqaQ58ENoaU3T0v3zljkiGdgOybtpCKIqpMyQEmWVIRr5cjDw&recipientid=contact-dca2d13e81a0ef118a6b00224893b68f-78cf7838e43a45269101fde62a113c46&esid=1c6fc9a9-0fbe-f011-b
https://www.google.com.au/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Ken+Cruickshank%22
https://www.google.com.au/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Linda+Tsung%22
https://www.google.com.au/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=subject:%22Language+Arts+%26+Disciplines%22&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0
https://www.google.com.au/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=subject:%22Language+Arts+%26+Disciplines%22&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0
https://www.dymocks.com.au/languages-cultures-and-schools-by-ken-cruickshank-and-linda-tsung-9781836683131
https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=76eHEQAAQBAJ&rdid=book-76eHEQAAQBAJ&rdot=1&source=gbs_vpt_read&pcampaignid=books_booksearch_viewport
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=76eHEQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
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MEDIA WATCH 

November  ɴ ᶮᶰᶳ 

November  |  2025 

Speaking the region’s language:                                                     

Why fluency is our new front line 

Rob Harris  May 3, 2026  

For decades, Australia was told its future lay in Asia, yet it  

allowed the teaching of Asian languages to wither. 

Now, with warnings the country’s regional fluency is ap-

proaching crisis point, the Albanese government is investing in 

a quiet institution of multicultural Australia — community  

language schools — in a bid to rebuild a capability that many 

fear has 

 

Nine organisations in NSW,                      

Victoria and the ACT will share in 

$2.5 million under a new Fluency 

in Asian Languages program,                       

supporting students in years 7 to 

12 to build fluency in more than 

15 languages, including                                

Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, 

Mandarin, Vietnamese, Punjabi 

and Yue (Cantonese). 

Since 2010, the proportion of secondary students                                                                            

studying Chinese, Japanese or Indonesian has fallen                                                                                                                                          

25 per cent, to just 3.3 per cent. CLA. READ MORE                                                                                                   

Australia needs more teachers. It ranks among the 

worst-performing countries in the OECD for teacher 

shortages. This is particularly so for public schools. 

As of Dec 2025, there was a reported shortfall of 

2,600 teachers in Victoria and New South Wales. 

State and federal governments have acknowledged 

the shortage, and have a national plan to improve 

the situation. 

Yet while schools continue to struggle to fill                         

vacancies, Australia has access to an untapped 

teaching workforce. But is not using it. 

Thousands of qualified mi- READ MORE 

Australia has access to 20,000migrant teachers,                                                         

but is not using them. Why not?                                                                                 
          Sun Yee Yip Lecturer in Teacher Education, Monash University 

https://www.smh.com.au/by/rob-harris-h1g5tc
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6644f10qamv5qagz499p0/Speaking-the-Region-s-Language-SMH.docx?rlkey=5iiplbcj2q7hsksixtty04bf3&st=i3t9lctv&dl=0
https://theconversation.com/australia-has-access-to-20-000-migrant-teachers-but-is-not-using-them-why-not-280817
https://theconversation.com/profiles/sun-yee-yip-1517836
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MEDIA WATCH 

November  ɴ ᶮᶰᶳ 

Rhoda Roberts joined David Marr on Late Night 

Live in February 2025, at a time when some      

federal politicians were suggesting (and are 

still!) these ceremonies were too costly and 

'overdone'. Rhoda discussed their origins,                   

purpose and value to First Nations people and 

the broader community. 

This four-part series takes viewers inside the High Court of Australia, where ordinary citizens challenge the laws that define the 

nation. Across four landmark cases, personal battles become constitutional turning points.                                                                                     

We recommend these for use in Civics classes. 

The series shows how constitutional law is not abstract doctrine but lived experience - how arguments in a courtroom                            

reverberate far beyond it. At its heart, it asks a simple but important question: how has the High Court shaped the kind of                      

country Australia will be?   

EPISODE 2: MABO                                                                                                                                           
Terra Nullius: law or lie? Eddie Mabo and others challenge the legal fiction at the heart of colonisation and transform Australia’s 
understanding of land and sovereignty. 

EPISODE 3: WE WILL DECIDE                                                                                                                             
When asylum seekers’ futures are argued before the High Court, questions of borders, power and national identity are laid bare. 
      We recommend these for use in Civics classes. 

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/latenightlive/vale-rhoda-roberts/106487700
https://iview.abc.net.au/video/DO2445H002S00
https://iview.abc.net.au/video/DO2445H003S00
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MEDIA WATCH 

There’s a secret to scoring top marks in NAPLAN writing.                             

And it’s easily missed by students 

Christopher Harris 
April 21, 2026 — 7:30pm 

When students sit their NAPLAN writing test every 

year, the biggest marks are for spelling, sentence 

structure and how well a student crafts a piece for 

an intended audience. 

The marking criteria also state students get re-

warded for using a vocabulary of “challenging” 

words. For example, camouflage, changeable and 

colloquial are better than common, carry or cup. 

But researchers who did a close analysis of a small 

sample of top-scoring NAPLAN narrative writing 

scripts discovered that a key feature of top-scoring 

students was the use of figurative language, such 

as similes, metaphors and hyperbole. READ MORE 

Students at John Colet School in Belrose on the northern beaches, 

where the focus is on rich texts such as Shakespeare and explicitly 

teaching students grammar. Photo Sam Mooy 

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/latenightlive/vale-rhoda-roberts/106487700
https://www.smh.com.au/by/christopher-harris-p536mp
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ru3nlj42ap6btlns3d70e/SMH-article-on-NAPLAN-21.4.26.pdf?rlkey=vmnk16i9eff9iwr3dnzedxujq&st=093w7m8x&dl=0
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ATESOL     
QUARTERLY          

ATESOL WINTER QUARTERLY 2025 

Call for contributions to our Quarterly newsletter 

 

To all primary, secondary and post-secondary / TAFE and University teachers  

ATESOL NSW Quarterly newsletter brings teachers and their students, in classrooms or on field trips, to share their 

ideas on what works. This includes examples of their work, worksheets, photos, classroom videos, with a brief arti-

cle describing the activity. We invite you to share your ideas with us.                                                                           

  

HereΩs an example from our 2025 Spring Quarterly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact details:     Marina Pearce pearcemarina@gmail.com Glenice Aiken  aiken.nielsen1@bigpond.com 

Robyn Johnson   is currently a Kindergarten teacher at a primary school in 

the Riverina region of New South Wales. This article is intended for beginning 

EAL/D and classroom teachers with limited experience in supporting newly 

arrived students who speak a language other than English.  

Key strategies that I have found                        

useful in supporting Newly Arrived                  

EAL/D Students        Robyn Johnson 

Welcoming a newly arrived student who is 

beginning to learn English is a meaningful  

opportunity for schools to demonstrate               

Inclusivity, care, and thoughtful planning.  

team work   Two buddies are assigned to 

assist the student during breaks - one who 

ideally speaks the same home language, and 

another who has strong conversational               

English. These buddies are acknowledged with 

an award that recognises their important role 

in mentoring a newly arrived peer. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/l4issuq7mpggsubn6ee3r/SMH-article-on-NAPLAN-21.4.26.docx?rlkey=fbr2yysshea77krro737u7qpz&st=h523t40w&dl=0
mailto:pearcemarina@gmail.com
mailto:aiken.nielsen1@bigpond.com
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Obituaries 

During this time, he was responsible for a review of the provisions for new arrivals which led to the                       

establishment of Intensive English Centres across the state. Auspiciously, Dennis was present at                     

a Cleveland St IEC event and noticed a guest come in with no one to greet him. Typically for Dennis, he 

went over and started chatting and then took the guest on a tour of the Centre, explaining everything 

about the program and the students’ needs. The ‘guest’ was an opposition MP who, a few years later, 

became the Minister for Education who was surprisingly well informed about and supportive of TESOL!   

From 1988 to 2000, Dennis led the statewide development and implementation of ESL and Multicultural 

education policy as Principal Education Officer in the then Multicultural Education Unit and later as                  

project officer in the restructured Multicultural Programs Unit. In 1991, Dennis ensured continuity of ESL 

multicultural consultancy support to schools during the department’s decentralisation of state positions 

to regions. In the 1990s, Dennis played a key role in the re-establishment and development of a strong, 

restructured Multicultural Programs Unit as a project officer developing and implementing the                                

Department’s ESL Strategic Plan and Antiracism Education policy and resources.  

Dennis’ approach to ESL education was grounded in a keen understanding of the language and learning 

needs of students from his years of primary teaching. His professional leadership and change                                 

management practice were characterised by sensitivity to and consideration of the personal and                         

professional needs of colleagues. He was a great defender and mentor of people he worked with while 

also earning the trust, respect and support of his line managers. Our condolences to his life partner,                  

David, and family. Dennis will be greatly missed.   

Michael Michell  

 

  VALE DENNIS FOSTER  

 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing 

of our colleague, mentor and friend, Dennis Foster, 

on the 27th February 2026 after a short illness. 

Dennis played a key role in the development of 

English as a Second Language Education in NSW as 

an education leader and administrator in the NSW 

Department of Education. After involvement in          

organising Intensive English provision in Victoria, 

Dennis worked in the NSW education department 

in the 1980s as Senior Education Officer, ESL,                    

Coordinator, New Arrivals Program (NAP) Met East 

Region and Literacy Adviser, NAP, in the Liverpool 

Region.  
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From the Classroom                                                                  
AI, Translation Tools and EAL/D: Friend or Foe?                                             

Robyn Johnson 

AI, Translation Tools and EAL/D: Friend  or Foe?  

           Robyn Johnson 

 

Introduction 

In regional public schools such as Lavington Public School in Albury, EAL/D teaching sits at the intersection of lan-

guage, identity, and wellbeing. With over 28 languages spoken across the school community and a growing num-

ber of students from refugee backgrounds, the work extends far beyond teaching vocabulary and grammar. Stu-

dents arrive navigating new systems, new expectations, and often new scripts, while families are learning how to 

engage with schooling in unfamiliar ways. 

In this context, AI and translation tools present both opportunity and risk. While they offer new ways to increase 

access and reduce workload, their use must be carefully mediated to ensure they support—not replace—the rela-

tional and pedagogical foundations of EAL/D teaching. 

 Abstract 

This article explores the role of artificial intelligence (AI) and translation tools in supporting EAL/D learners in a 

regional NSW context. Drawing on practitioner experience and current Australian research, it examines how AI 

can enhance access, communication, and instructional clarity while highlighting its limitations in trauma-informed 

and relational practice. Extended school vignettes demonstrate how AI can be used meaningfully alongside hu-

man-centred teaching. The article argues that AI is most effective when embedded within strong pedagogy, ra-

ther than used as a substitute for it. 

Literature Review 

Recent Australian research highlights both the promise and complexity of AI in EAL/D education. While AI tools 

can enhance access, many newly arrived learners have limited familiarity with such technologies, raising con-

cerns about equity (SAGE, 2026). Teachers are increasingly using AI to generate resources and scaffold learning, 

though effectiveness depends on strong pedagogical integration (Griffith University, 2025). Research also em-

phasises the complex role of EAL/D teachers as educators, advocates, and cultural brokers (Taylor & Francis, 

2026). Multimodal approaches supported by digital tools further reinforce learning through message abundan-

cy (Gibbons, 2002; Hammond, 2015; TESOL in Context, 2025). 

Home-School Communication 

For many families, communication with the school can be one of the first barriers they encounter. Written 

English messages, even when simplified, often do not reach families in meaningful ways, particularly when 

literacy in any language is limited. 

Vignette 1: Bridging Communication Through AI-Supported Messaging 

To address this, I established a communication group within our school’s Sentral platform. I 

began by translating short, clear messages into Swahili using AI-supported tools.    (cont) 
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Recognising that written translation alone was insufficient, I then converted these messages 

into audio using a text-to-speech platform, selecting an appropriate accent and language so 

that families could hear the message in a familiar way. 

 

The process became intentional and layered: a concise written message, an audio version em-

bedded in the email, and an SMS prompt notifying families to check their emails. This ensured 

that communication was not reliant on a single mode. For families who previously did not open 

emails or respond to written notes, this shift made communication more accessible and inclu-

sive.  

The impact was noticeable. Attendance at events increased, responses to messages became 

more frequent, and families demonstrated greater confidence in engaging with the school. 

However, the success of this approach was not simply due to the technology. It was built on 

relationships, consistency, and trust developed over time. 

Instructional Clarity and Message Abundancy 

In the classroom, EAL/D learners rely heavily on visual supports to construct meaning. When images and text do not 

align, confusion can arise, increasing cognitive load. 

Vignette 2: Making Meaning Visible Through AI-Enhanced Images 

During a lesson, I introduced a text describing children ‘sipping water they had scooped from a 

stream.’ While the language was explicit, the accompanying image showed the children stand-

ing beside the water rather than engaging in the action. For students learning English, this mis-

match made the vocabulary difficult to interpret. 

 

Using AI, I uploaded the image and prompted the tool to adjust it so that the children were 

visibly sipping water from their cupped hands. This subtle change transformed the image into a 

teaching tool that directly reinforced the language. 

Students were then able to clearly see the action associated with the word ‘sipping,’ supporting 

both comprehension and vocabulary development. This illustrates how AI can be used to refine 

existing resources, ensuring that visuals and text work together to support meaning-making. 

Importantly, the effectiveness of this strategy depended on noticing the mismatch in the first 

place. AI enabled the adjustment, but it was the teacher’s pedagogical judgement that identi-

fied the need. 

From the Classroom                                                                  
AI, Translation Tools and EAL/D: Friend or Foe?                                             

Robyn Johnson 
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Trauma-informed Practice and Wellbeing Programs 

For many EAL/D learners, particularly those from refugee backgrounds, language learning is closely tied to emotional 

wellbeing. Trauma-informed practice is essential in creating safe and supportive learning environments. 

Vignette 3: Supporting Student Wellbeing Through Trauma-Informed Practice 

Through programs such as the Settling In program delivered with STARTTS, students are given 

structured opportunities to explore experiences of change and transition. During these ses-

sions, moments of distress can arise unexpectedly. Staff work collaboratively in these mo-

ments—one teacher supports the individual student in a quiet space, while another continues 

the session with the group, maintaining stability and safety. 

 

For younger students, the Seasons for Growth program provides similar support through art, 

music, discussion, and journalling. These multimodal approaches allow students to express 

themselves beyond language, which is particularly important for those still developing English. 

These experiences highlight a critical limitation of AI. While AI can support language and re-

sources, it cannot respond to emotional needs, build trust, or provide comfort. Trauma-

informed teaching remains deeply relational and human. 

From the Classroom                                                                  
AI, Translation Tools and EAL/D: Friend or Foe?                                             

Robyn Johnson 
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The Seasons for Growth program uses the seasons as               
metaphors for navigating change, loss, and grief.  

Orange is for autumn; purple for winter; green for spring; 
and red for summer. 

The use of a fabric display at the start of each session                 
highlights what season has been covered, what season will 
be covered in the lesson and the symbols for these seasons 
that are connected to the group in some way.  

The last two photographs show some of the resources used 
in the peer support program to navigate scenarios and                                       
identify emotions experienced.  

From the Classroom                                                                  
AI, Translation Tools and EAL/D: Friend or Foe?                                             

Robyn Johnson 
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Conclusion 

AI is neither a friend nor a foe. It is a tool—one that can enhance access, support communication, and strengthen 

pedagogy when used thoughtfully. However, it cannot replace the relational, responsive, and deeply human as-

pects of EAL/D teaching. 

 

As AI continues to develop, educators must engage critically with its use. This means advocating for equitable ac-

cess, embedding AI within strong pedagogical frameworks, and ensuring that technology serves the needs of learn-

ers rather than shaping them. 

 

For EAL/D educators, the call to action is clear: continue to lead this space. Share practice, question assumptions, 

and ensure that the voices and experiences of multilingual learners remain at the centre of innovation. AI may sup-

port the work—but it is the teacher who makes the difference. 
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